THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“Go ye therefurv, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Ghost: Teoching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.’— Matt. 28: 19, 20. 
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Tue Son of God used to say to the Twelve at Jerusalem that He had 
many things to teach them, but they were not prepared to receive them. 
I do not know what He would say if He were to come to this generation 
and witness the condition of the people who deny the necessity of revela- 
tion, who say that the canon of scripture is full, and that they do not 
want any more Apostles and Prophets to enlighten their minds respecting 
the glorious plan of life. I rather think He would have to teach them 
the milk of the word—and skimmed milk at that, like some people sell, 
mixed with water, in order to get them to receive it atall. In the 12th 
chapter of Luke, Jesus says: “There is nothing covered that shall not 
be revealed ; neither hid, that shall not be known.” In the 10th chapter 
of John, 16th verse, it is there recorded that Jesus said to His disciples, 
“Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice.” In using the word “sheep” He referred 
to the house of Israel. The words of the Almighty to Abraham, that in 
him and in his seed should all the nations of the earth be blessed, were 
not alone applicable to the great fact that the Son of God was a literal 
descendant of the Patriarch Abraham, and that through His atonement 
came redemption to all the human family. It has a broader significance 
than that. It applies to the Prophets of God; for all the prophets, from 
Abraham to Christ, and from Christ til] now, have been descendants of 
Abraham ; they have been of the house of Jacob, and. through them have 
the nations of the earth been blessed and will be blessed forever and for- 
ever. Jesus told His disciples, when He sent them out to teach the 
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Gospel, to go not in the way of the Gentiles, but only to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. In this passage I have read He said that He had 
other sheep; “them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and 
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” Thus there was to be one 
Gospel, one church, one fold, into-which all the tribes of Israel should be 
gathered. Jesus visited the American continent, and established His 
Church here. He established it after the pattern which obtained in 
Jerusalem, placing at the head Twelve Apostles, Seventies, and others 
corresponding in character to the organization in Judea. When He 
instructed them regarding the plan of salvation, He said : “ Verily, I say 
unto you, that ye are they of whom I said, Other sheep I have which are 
not of this fold ; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice: 
and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” Then He turned to them 
and said : “ And verily, verily, I say unto you, that I have other sh 
which are not of this land : neither of the land of Jerusalem: neither in 
any parts of that land round about, whither I have been to minister. . | 
I have received a commandment of the Father, that I shall go 
unto them, and that they shall hear my voice, and shall be numbered 
among my sheep, that there may be one fold and one shepherd.” To whom 
did He allude? He alluded to the other tribes of Israel which had been 
separated from the knowledge of the Gentile nations and carried captive 
into the north country. He went and delivered the Gospel unto them. 
The Book of Mormon throws light upon this subject. 

In the 29th chap. of II Nephi. in the Book of Mormon, we read a 
prophecy there concerning the coming forth of this book in the last days. 
It says: “ Many of the Gentiles shall say, A Bible! A Bible! We have 
got a Bible, and there cannot be any more Bible.” This prophecy has 
been literally fulfilled. The people have said this. They have called the 
Book of Murmon “the golden Bible” from its first introduction to the 
world. 

Continuing in the same chapter, Il Nephi, xxix, 10-13, the Prophet 
Nephi says: “ Wherefore, because that ye have a Bible, ye need not 
suppose that it contains all my words; neither need ye suppose that I 
have not caused more to be written. For I command all men, both in the 
east and in the west, and in the north, and in the south, and in the islands 
of the sea, that they shall write the words which I[ shall speak unto them ; 
for out of the books which shall be written, I will judge the world, every 
man according to their works, according to that which is written. For, 
behold, I shall speak unto the Jews, and they shall write it; and [ shall 
also speak unto the Nephites, and they shall write it: and I shall also 
speak unto the other tribes of the hous of Israel, which I have led away, 
and they shall write it: and I shall also speak to all nations of the earth, 
and they shall write. And it shall come to pass that the Jews shall have 
the words of the Nephites, and the Nephites shall have the words of the 
Jews, and the Nephites and the Jews shall have the words of the lost 
tribes of Israel ; and the lost tribes of Israel shall have the words of the 
Nephites and the Jews.” 


How comprehensive! How much more reasonable, and in perfect accord 
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with the love of the Father for all His children are these words of the 
Prophet Nephi, than the narrow, contracted view of sectarianism, that 
the cannon of scripture is full, and that we need no more revelation! 
The revelations which have been given to the Latter-day Saints 
foretell not only that many direct communications will yet come 
from the Lord to His people, but that the records which have been 
kept by every branch of the House of Israel will be revealed and brought 
together in the last days. 

Now I will call your attention to another passage of scripture ; the parable 
of the leaven hid in three measures of meal, for I do not know that we can 
do anything more profitable than to read the scriptures, or think about 
them a little, especially on the Sabbath day. During the six days of the 
week, I am sorry to say, the Latter-day Saints study the scriptures too 
little, being swallowed up in the temporal transactions of life. Brethren 
and sisters, we should devote more time to a consideration of the glorious 
truths which the Almighty has committed unto us in these last days. | 
They are worth more than gold and silver, more than the honors of men. 
I would rather have a knowledge of the truth and the sweet inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost than all the wealth of the world or the honors that men 
can possibly confer. 

Now, Jesus used to talk in parables, because the people were not 
worthy of the plain truth. You know, He told the twelve apostles not to 
cast pearls before swine, or to give that which was holy to the dogs, lest 
they should trample it under their feet. He took Peter, James and John 
on one occasion, as we read in the ninth chapter of Mark, onto the mount 
of transfiguration ; and while they were there the heavens were opened 
unto them, just as the heavens have been opened in this age of the world 
and heavenly messengers have appeared unto men. And this is no chimera 
of the brain. I testify that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of the living God, 
and that all he said respecting the opening of the heavens and the restora- 
tion of the Gospel by heavenly messengers is true and will stand forever. 
Joseph Smith sealed that testimony with his blood. Jesus said to Peter, 
James and John, when they went down from the mount, that they should 
tell no man what things they had seen, till the Son of man were risen 
from the dead. The propriety of such counsel was exhibited in the life 
of Jesus ; for in the sixth chapter of John we read that He taught certain 
doctrines, and when they heard them many of the disciples turned aside 
and ceased to follow him. He turned to the twelve and said, “ Will ye 
also goaway? Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life.” In like manner the Lord com- 

municated to the Prophet Joseph Smith, truths which he would not make 
public during his life, and truths which have never yet gone to the public, 
because they are not prepared to receive them. Jesus spake many parables 
concerning the kingdom of heaven. In the 13th chapter of Matthew, 33rd 
verse, it says : “ Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of 
heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures 
of meal, till the whole was Jeavened.” This is very plain if we stop to re- 
flect upon it a moment. lLeaven has an influence upon the dough to 
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lighten it and prepare it for the bake-oven. The gospel has an influence 
upon men to soften their hearts, to make them obedient, Godfearing, 
charitable, and to prepare them for the use of the Father. So I would 
understand that the leaven was likened unto the Gospel ; and as the leaven 
was hid in three measures of meal, so the Gospel must have been delivered 
in three bodies of the people, represented by the three measures of meal. 
The Saviour established the Gospel among the Jews. From thence He 
went to the western hemisphere and established the Gospel among the 
seed of Joseph. From thence He visited the ten tribes in the north 
country, and He established the Gospel among them. 

In addition to the Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the Pearl of Great 
Price (which was brought from the catacombs of Egypt and translated by 
the Prophet Joseph Smith), we also have the book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, containing the revelations of the Almighty to the Latter-day 
Saints, which are explicit in showing how the Church should be organized . 
with a presidency, with twelve apostles, with quorums of seventies, with 
High Priests, and all the quorums of the holy priesthood. Ic is explicit 
in designating the respective duties of these men who hold various offices 
in the Church of Christ. Let me ask the question here. Can you find a 
complete description of the organization of the Church of Christ in the 
New Testament? And so far as it is explicit in saying that God placed 
in the Church apostles and prophets, gifts, healing, prophecy, tongues, 
miracles, etc., where are the men with al! the enlightenment of the age and 
the experience of preceding generations, who have organized a church 
after the ancient pattern? Where are the men who have taught in plain- 
ness and simplicity the doctrines enunciated by the Apostles of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? They taught the same doctrine. There was no conflict 
between Peter and Paul respecting the doctrines essential to salvation. 
If there was a lack of understanding, they carried it to the Apostles at 
Jerusalem, and they obtained revelation from God, which set the matter 
right. This Doctrine and Covenants contains the revelations that were 
given to the Prophet Joseph Smith. It contains the doctrines of the Lord 
Jesus in plainness and simplicity. Ifthe world would receive these sacred 
volumes which contain the evidence of divine truth within their own lids, 
they would have evidence and argument to substantiate the divine authen- 
ticity of the Bible that they are now devoid of, and they would be proof 
against the attacks of infidelity, and skepticism that are brought to bear 
against the various factions of modern Christianity. These revelations 
agree with the Bible, the Book of Mormon and the Pear! of Great Price; and 
the words of the Savior and the Apostle Paul are fulfilled in these sacred 
volumes, wherein they said “ In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall 
every word be established.” The revelations of God upon the western 
hemisphere in ancient times correspond with the revelations of God upon 
the eastern hemisphere in ancient times ; and the revelations of God upon 
this continent in the last days harmonize with the revelations of the 
Almighty given two thousand years ago. | 

In respect to these glorious truths, we stand in the light of a peculiar 
people. What we teach is not new, only to this generation, because they, 
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have been in darkness. (ross darkness, as Isaiah said should be the case, 
has covered the minds of the people, and as the Apostle Paul said to 
Timothy, “ [In the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedi- 
ent'to parents, unthankful, unholy . . . having a form of Godliness, 
but denying the power thereof.” I wish to say that Joseph Smith, the 
great prophet of the last days, like all other prophets, did not have a form 
of godliness and deny the power thereof; but he had the power of 
godliness. 

‘Let me‘ refer you to an idea:‘which obtains‘in the world respecting one 
verse in the last chapter of Revelations. John wrote the Apocalypse while 
in’ banishment on the Isle of Patmos. Though deprived of human liberty, 
he had the liberty to unlock ‘the heavens. God sent angels to him and 
foretold what should transpire in the last days. He said that an angel 
should come in the last days with the everlasting Gospel— not a changeable 
Gospel—to deliver unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people under 
the whole heavens; and that other angels should come declaring that 
Mystery Babylon—and Babylon means confusion— Babylon is fallen, and 
the cry should go forth, “ Come out of her, my people, that ye be not par- 
takers of her sins, and ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.” The book 
of revelation is full of prophecies respecting the last days, and they are of 
such a character that they never could be verified without the light of 
further revelation. Let me say to you, especially for the enlightenment 
of the young people, there is not one book in the Old Testament nor one 
in the New Testament that can be understood and fulfilled without the 
light of further revelation. The Old Testament was full of predictions re- 
specting the ‘first advent of the Messiah—How he should be born ‘at 
Bethlehem, of’a virgin ; how'he should go into Egypt; how He should 
dwell Nazareth, and be called'a Nazarene how he should be crucified 
bétween two malefactors; how nota bone of his body should be broken, 
and how, when He thirsted they should give him gall and vinegar to 
drink—all these and many more things were depicted in the plainest kind 
of simplicity by the ancient’ prophets of God. But who understood them ? 
Did the learned doctors of the law? Did the scribes and the Pharisees ! 
No. Did'‘those who denied revelation and boasted that they were the 
seed of Abraham and had'Moses ‘and the prephets? No, they did not. 
And I want to say to you, my dear friends, that the scriptures of divine 
truth, both the Old and New Testament, are just as replete with 
prophecies concerning the ministration of angels in the. last days, the 
raising of prophets, the gathering of Israel, the establishment of the Zion 
of God upon the earth, the restoration of the Jews and theestablishment 
‘of Jerusalem, and finally the coming of the Son of God to reign in power 
upon the earth, as the Old Testament is replete with predictions respect- 
ing the first advent of the'Messiah. But who understands them? They 
are not understood by'the learning of men. They are understood only by 
the’ revelations of the Almighty. 

The Apostle John, in the last chapter of his Revelation, says: “For I 
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testify to every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, 
If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away 
from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and outof the holy city,and from the things which are 
written in this book.” And poor, ignorant, learned man—learned in folly, 
in presumption, in a disposition to set up the counsels of men for the 
authority of God, and to teach for doctrine the commandments of men— 
has lulled himself to sleep in carnal security that the canon of scripture is 
full! Now, there is not one syllable in the passage quoted nor in any other 
scripture that justifies any such thought. It does not say that God 
shall not add to it. It does not say that God shall give no more 
revelation. It says that man shall not addtothem. Why if we were to 
accept that construction it would condemn those who render it thus, 
and also many of the books of the New Testament; for the Gospel 
according to St. John was written subsequent to the Apocalypse, and 
other writings of the Apostles were written after John had made the 
declaration that man should not add to that book. You can turn, if you 
wish, to the 4th chapter of Deuteronomy, as well as to other parts of the 
Old Testament, and you will find the same injunction there given in the 
days of Moses. Mav was not permitted to add to nor diminish from the 
word of God. If we were to apply this passage of scripture legitimately, 
it would apply to inen who deny revelation, who deny prophecy, and who 
have a form of Godliness but deny the power thereof. It does not apply 
to the Latter-day Saints. Joseph Smith presented doctrines to the world 
so perfect that there could not be found any conflict between them and 
the doctrines of the ancient prophets and apostles of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Again, the prophecies that Joseph Smith uttered have had a 
literal fulfillment. He predicted the location of the Saints in these 
mountain valleys, and that they should become a mighty people in 
the Rocky Mountains. He prophesied concerning the opposition that 
should be waged against them. When the Prophet Moroni first visited 
the Prophet he said to him that his name should be had for good and for 
evil among all the nations of the earth. He said also that this record 
should be translated in every tongue spoken among the children of men ; 
that the word of God, as contained in this record, should go forth as a 
testimony that God lives, asa testimony to the atonement of the Lord 
Jesus and to the establishment of the work of God in these last days. 
There can be no legitimate conclusion drawn against further revelation 
from John’s declaration. On the contrary, it is in favor of revelation. 
The words of Solomon are true which we find in the 18th verse of the 29th 
Proverb, “Where there is no vision the people perish.” It has been 
verified in the history of Christianity that where there is no vision the 
people perish. On the other hand, Daniel prophesied of the establishment 
of the kingdom of God in the last days. John the Revelator prophesied 
‘of the coming of an angel in the last days. Malachi prophesied that 
God would send a messenger before the coming of the Lord; that a temple 
should be built to the Almighty, and the son of God should come to purify 
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the sons of Levi. The Apostle Paul, contemplating the great future by 
the spirit of prophecy, said that there should come a falling away before 
the coming of the Messiah, and there should be desolation among the 
nations of the earth. Peter said to the people—read the 3rd chapter of 
Acte—“And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you: whom the heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets 
since the world began.” This shows that before the coming of the Son of 
God there should be a restoration of all that God hath spoken. If you will 
read the 62nd chapter of Isaiah you will find a prophecy that there should 
be a restoration of the land to its ancient condition; that the wa.ers 
should be rolled back intothe north country ; that the land should be 
called Beulah, which, being interpreted means married. If the lands be- 
come married, they will become united together as they were in the 
beginning. There will be such a restoration as that; and if you will read 
the 3rd chapter of Zephaniah, 9th verse, you will find that men will serve 
God in the pure tongue, undoubtedly the tongue which Adam spoke in the 
Garden of Eden. They will have the privilege of enjoying the same tongue 
that that colony carried with them from the Tower of Babel to the 
western hemisphere. There will be arestoration of revelation, of prophets 
and apostles, of the gifts of tongues, healing and prophecy. All these 
things must be restored, unless they have been already; for so the 
scriptures declare. 

Now, brethren and sisters, the everlasting Gospel has been restored, and 
I am happy to be a witness to its restoration. I thank God that He has 
made me a minister of the word, though weak and incompetent ; that He 
has given me a living testimony of His visiting the earth and introducing 
His Son to the Prophet Joseph Smith All are entitled on certain condi- 
tionsto know the truth. We teach the same faith in God that Christ taught, 
which is simple, like a little child. Jesus says: “If ye become not as a 
little child ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven.” The 
child, when he asks his mother for bread, anticipates a favorable answer 
What about us? Do we believe in prayer? Do we believe that God will 
open the heavens and give revelation? Jesus taught, “ Ask, and ye shall 
receive ; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” This is the doctrine 
that the Prophet Joseph put intoapplication when the Lord opened the 
heavens to him and paid him a visit. This is the faith weteach. Itisthe 
faith that causes our Elders to go out into the world without financial con- 
sideration and against public sentiment, to declare the Gospel to the ends 
of the earth. They go without money and without price. Freely they 
have received ; freely they give. The repentance which we teach consists 
in a reformation of life. Ifa manisa liar, he must cease to lie. If he is 
a hypocrite, he must cease to be a hypocrite. [f he is an adulterer, he 
must repent in the most profound sincerity. He must repent of every 
crime. Then he is entitled toa remission of his sins, through the ordinance 
of baptism, administered by the same authority which was exercised by the 
ancient servants of God. After that he is entitled to the birth of the Spirit, 
to receive the Holy Ghost, to be born of God, to have a testimony of the 


808 LATTKK-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 


truth, to know that God has spoken from the heavens. These principles 
of faith, repentance, baptism by immersion, and the laying on of hands 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost, are the same today as yesterday, and 
will be forever. Sol say toany that have not embraced the Gospel, as 
Peter said upon the day of Penticost, if you will repent, and be baptised 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins, you shall re- 
ceive the Holy Ghost ; you shall know of the doctrine, whether I speak of 
God or presumptuously of myself. I dare teach no other doctrine. [ dare 
not fail to declare the things of God. For the Apostle Paul says: “Though 
we or an angel preach any other Gospel unto you than that we have de- 
clared, let him be accursed.” The Latter-day Saints are declaring this 
Gospel in charity to the world, bearing witness that there has been a 
restoration. 

God help us, my brethren and sisters to carry this message of eternal 
life to the inhabitants of the earth, until the ends thereof shal] have heard 
the sound and had the opportunity of receiving or rejecting, according to 
their own volition. They are responsible to God for their acts, and it is 
our duty to be filled with love and charity, and persecute no man and no 
sect because they differ with us in their religious belief or any other kind 
of belief. God bless you in the name of Jesus ae Amen. 


ADMINISTERING ORDINANCES. 


Tue following editorial from the Juvenile Instructor may be of ‘interest 
to many inexperienced Elders in the mission field : 

We have been asked, in substance, “ If, where the Lord has revealed the 
exact words to be used in the performance of an ordinance, the Elder or 
Priest officiating departs therefrom, either from ignorance, a slip of the 
tongue, or other cause, does not such departure invalidate the ordinance?” 

We answer, as a rule, certainly not; that is, when the spirit and 
meaning of the words given are not palpably departed from. If awkward- 
ness of expression would invalidate an ordinance administered by a man 
of God then inextricable confusion would be wroughtin the Church. No 
man’s standing would be safe; for possibly every one of us has received 
ordinances—baptisms, confirmations or ordinations—under the hands of 
men who have not strictly adhered to the given form. Or, if no such 
mistake happened in our individual cases, who can say it did not pre- 
viously occur in the confirmation or ordination of some one or more of 
those who have been mouth over our heads? In either case we should not 
receive the blessing or the authority that was supposedly conferred upon 
us. Again, how many of our brethren perform ordinances in the Church 
in languages with which they are far from thoroughly familiar—Elders 
who have gathered to Zion from continental Europe and the islands of the 
sea, who do not understand English ; missionaries to lands where other 
tongues are spoken, into many of which, indeed, the exact formula of these 
ordinances have never been translated. Shall the Elders not administer 
until they are perfect in a tongue? Will the Lord ignore their ministra- 
tions because they speak in faltering tones, in ungrammatical phrases or 
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in confused rhetoric? It were folly to so imagine. It would place in 
many regions almost insurmountable barriers to the progress of the work 
of the Lord. Our Heavenly Father is aware of our insufficiency ; that we 
are finite, that we cannot reach everything at once, and accepts us as we 
are when we do our best. But this best should be constantly improving, 
we should all the time be drawing nearer to the perfect, making fewer 
mistakes and more completely observing the requirements of the Lord. 

None of the foregoing thoughts are intended to encourage slovenliness 
in the performance of any ordinance. When we set out todoa thing we 
should make sure that we doit ; and do it as it should be done. If it be 
our intention to ordain a man to an office in the Priesthood, let us be sure 
that we ordain him, and always in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let that holy and all-saving name never be forgotten. It is a far more 
serious jwatter to omit the name of our Savior in the performance of the 
ordinances of His Church, than to insert sentences that do not appear in 
the ‘form the Lord has given us, or to say, as is too often done, “I lay my 
hands upon your head fo confirm or ordain you,” and then only by in- 
direction do it. 

While it should be the aim of the Elders to conform strictly to the 
revealed word in the adwinistration of ordinances, they should not permit 
themselves to become too technical, and to look so carefully at the word 
that the spirit is lost sight of. 


HAPPY RECOLLECTIONS. 


And numerous indeed are the hearts to which Christmas brings a brief 
season of happiness and enjoyment How many families whose members 
have been dispersed and scattered far and wide in the restless struggles of 
life, are then reunited, and meet once again in that happy state of 
companionship and mutual goodwill, which is a source of such pure and 
unalloyed delight; and one so compatible with the cares and sorrows 
of the world, that the religious belief of the most civilised nations, and 
the rude traditions of the roughest savages, alike number it among the 
first joys of a future condition of existence, provided for the blest and 
happy. How many old recollections, and how many dormant sympathies 
does Christmas time awaken. We write these words now, many miles 
distant from the spot at which, year after year, we met on that day a 
merry and joyous circle. Many of the hearts that throbbed so gaily then, 
have ceased to beat ; many of the looks that shone so brightly then, have 
ceased to glow; the hands we grasped have grown cold ; the eyes we 
sought have hid their lustre in the grave; and yet the old house, the 
room, the merry voices and smiling faces, the jest, the laugh, the most 
minute and trivial circumstances connected with those happy meetings, 
crowd upon our mind at each recurrence of the season, as if the last 
assemblage had been but yesterday. Happy, happy Christmas, that can 
win us back to the delusions of our childish days; that can recall to the 
old man the pleaures of his youth ; that can transport the sailor and the 
traveller, thousands of miles away, back to his own fireside and his quiet 
home. CHARLES DICKENS. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1899. 


CHRISTMAS. 


THe Millennial Star offers its Christmas greeting to its numerous 
readers throughout the European Missiov, as also to the Saints in Zion 
and in every land and clime where the Gospe] message has found lodgment in 
this last dispensation. While all Christendom is celebrating the 25th of 
December in commemoration of the nativity of the Redeemer, and all 
have much cause for rejoicing, the Latter-day Saints have double cause 
for thanksgiving, praise and joy; for they have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that the Holy One of Israel has manifested Himself again in this age 
of the world, and has restored to earth the Gospel dispensation with all 
its officers, powers, authority, gifts and blessings as in days of old. It is 
a great cause for rejoicing that the messengers of salvation have been sent 
out to warn the nations to repent that they may escape the judgments 
that will precede and accompany Christ’s second coming, and to convey 
the information that the day of his judgments is close at hand. There is 
a further cause for joy that so many thousands have given heed to the 
warning cry, “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of 
her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.” 

For all these things the Saints should celebrate that day in commemora- 
tion of the greatest event in the world’s history; but the celebration 
should be characterized by the true christian spirit—not with boisterous 
revelry such as is often witnessed among the worldly minded, not in the 
forbidden pleasure of the wine-cup, nor yet in gluttonous excesses ; but in 
a spirit of love and charity for each other. 

It should be made a time of rejoicing for the poor as well as the more 
fortunate, for be it remembered that He in whose memory the day is 
honored, said, “ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests ; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.” And again, “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me.” 

On that natal day nearly 1900 years ago, the angel and the multitude 
of heavenly hosts were heard praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

This is the spirit and these the sentiments that should actuate che true 
Christian in commemorating that glorious event. 

It would be a very appropriate time to make peace with all the world 
by forgiving all who have tresspassed against us, and to settle all little 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL &TAR. 811 


bickerings or ill feelings that may have arisen, to cast aside any real or 
imaginary grievances that may have been festering in the heart and that 
tend so much to the generation of human misery, and thus to purify the 
heart and make it a fit place for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit; then 
will Christmas truly be a time of rejoicing in the Holy One of Israel, and 
the soul bein a fit condition to receive in full the redeeming virtue of His 
atoning blood. May this condition prevail among the Saints everywhere, 
that they may close their accounts with the old year with a clean sheet, 
and enter the new with a newness of life! A.W. 


Wet Donze.—Some kindly sister’s heart was touched by that brief 
notice in the Star in regard to our aged Sister Holmes, of Batley, and she 
has sent her, via “42,” half-a-sovereign as a Christmas present, which, now 
forwarded, will not only be a surprise but will give joy and gladness to 
“a widow indeed.” God bless both the donor and the recipient. 


WantTeD.—Mrs Mary Williams, 18 School Lane, New Ferry, Cheshire, 
is very anxious to hear of or from her daughter who, under the name of 
Mary Grice, left Liverpool for Salt Lake City somewhere about fourteen 
or fifteen years ago; or of her husband Samuel Grice who followed his 
wife some two years or more after. These parties have not been heard 
of for twelve years, and the mother (Mrs. Mary Williams) is becoming 
quite feeble and would be glad wo know of her daughter whether living 
or otherwise.— Deseret Datly and Semi-weekly News please copy. 


ReveasEs.—Elder John Jepson, of the N and Elder 
Thomas Nichols of the Bristol Conference, have been honorably released 
to return home, December 28, per s.s. Astoria, from Glasgow. 


IRISH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Irish Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints convened in the Whitehall Buildings, Ann Street, 
Belfast, at 10:30 a.m.,on Sunday, December 10, 1899. Presidents Platte 
D. Lyman and James L. McMurrin of the European Mission; Sisters Liza 
Chipman and Josephine Booth of the Scottish Conference, and all the 
Traveling Elders of the Irish Conference were in attendance. 

After singing and prayer President T. Lonsdale Allen made brief open- 
ing remarks, and then presented the Genera) Authorities of the Church, 
the Presidency of the European Mission, President T. L. Allen of the Irish 
Conference, and the Traveling Elders in their respective fields as follows: 
Joseph W. Smith, William A. Gray, Hyrum H. Hilton and Andrew 
Ferguson, in the Belfast district; Nels Nelson and G. M. Green, in the 
Londonderry district; Francis Merrell and Wm. B. Baker, in the Coleraine 
district. All were unanimously sustained. 

The following statistical report for the last six months was read. 
Number of branches, 1. Missionaries from Zion—Seventies, 9. Local 
Priesthood—Elders, 3; Priests, 2; officers and members, 100; children 
under eight years, 25; total number of souls, 125. Tracts distributed— 
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from door to door, 28,325; otherwise, 544. Books distributed—sold, 9 
loaned, 127; given away, 18. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract 
only, 5,710; by first invitation, 254; by re-invitation, 361. Gospel conver- 
sations, 942. Meetings held—hall, 69; cottage, 8; out-door, 23; Sunday 
schools, 20; Priesthood meetings, 7. Baptisms—of new members, 4; con- 
firmations, 4. Children blessed—of Church members, 4. ‘Emigrated, 2. 
Died, 1. New subscribers for the Srak, 4. 

President Lyman made some appropriate explanations on ‘the custom of 
sustaining the authorities of the Church by the vote of the people. Elder 
Nels Nelson occupied the remainder of the time in discussing the perfect 
order and harmony that exists in the organization of the Church. 

2:30 p.m. After the usual opening exercises, Sister Josephine Booth 
spoke interestingly upon the mission of John, and the doctrine of baptism 
which he introduced. The remainder of the time was occupied by Presi- 
dent Lyman, who delivered a comprehensive discourse upon the restoration 
of, and blessings pertaining to the Gospel of Christ. 

At the evening meeting Sister Liza Chipman spoke upon the early 
history of the Church, and the duties, and privileges of the Latter-day 
Saint women. | 

Elder J. C. McFarlane, who arrived late in the afternoon, followed with 
some pertinent remarks upon the necessary officers that should exist in 
the Church. President James L. McMurrin then delivered a powerful 
sermon upon the fulfillment of prophecy in the coming forth of the Gospel, 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. 

The Elders met in Priesthood meeting, on Monday afternoon, at the 
Conference house, at which full reports of their labors for the last six 
months were made by the Traveling Elders,and words of instruction and 
encouragement were imparted by Presidents Lyman and McMurrin. 

With the exception of the forenoon on Sunday, when the weather was 
most forbidding, the Conference meetings were unusually well attended, 
and nothing occurred to mar the peace of the occasion, nor break the 
‘force of the powerful testimonies borne. | 

W. Smirx, Clerk é6f‘ Conference. 


THE CHRISTMAS BUNDLE. 


“On, MAMMA, what can Ido? I don’t want to play,” said little Mignon 
to her. mother one afternoon. 

“What would my little girl like to do?” asked the kind parent. 

“Well—I wish you would tell me a story. Do ‘you know ‘something 
about Christmas or Santa Claus?” asked the little one. 

“Shall I tell you of an old couple to whom my father played Santa Claus 
one Christmas eve when I was a little girl ?” 

“Oh yes, do!” cried Mignon eagerly, as she drew a chair up ¢lose beside 
her mother, and settled herself for a treat. 

“When I was a very little girl,” began the mother, “there lived ‘in our 
town an old couple by the name of ‘Brown. The-old ‘géntleman wore 
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a long white beard and white hair, and there was always a merry, twinkle in 
his eye: and a pleasant smile upon his face. He was educated and intelli- 
gent, and displayed refinement, that told he had been used to higher modes 
of living than conditions then afforded him. His wife, though uneducated, 
was full of gratitude for any favour bestowed, and was so innocent and 
kind that every one loved her. They were always called ‘Daddy Brown 
and Aunt Jane,’ though without the slightest disrespect, for they always 
used these titles when speaking of themselves. | 

“ Daddy Brown had come from England years before, where he had been 
@ wine merchant, and had owned a beautiful home with parks and land. 
He had a wife and several grown up sons and daughters, and was well 
respected and happy. But there came a change which meant a great 
sacrifice and hardship to him, but which proved his courage and his faith in 
the Being whom he had sworn to serve. He had heard the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ preached by some missionaries, and, being convinced of its 
truth, had taken upon himself its obligations, for the sake of the blessings 
he believed it would eventually bring. 

“Think what atrial it must have been when all his loved ones, wife, 
sons, daughters, friends, turned the shoulder of scorn toward him, treating 
him with hatred and contempt ; and refused even to acknowledge him as 
husband, parent or acquaintance, because he had joined the then much 
hated Mormons, He bore all meekly, though it cut his tender heart to the 
core ; and after vain efforts to induce them to relent and look more kindly 
.upon the religion he had espoused, he relinquished all his possessions, 
family, home and wealth, and sailed for the land of Zion, where he afterwards 
won Aunt Jane, and with her spent the remainder of his days in the town 
which witnessed the story I am about to relate. 

“Their little three-roomed adobe house must have seemed humble 
indeed, compared to the mansion he had left in his native land, but he 
uttered no complaint, and I think took great comfort within those walls, 
decorated only with paintings of his own hand ; for he knew that he had 
followed the promptings of the Divine Spirit in coming to the ‘chosen 
land,’ and he accepted his trials as a test of his faithfulness and courage. 

“ When new burdens came upon him, and through the dishonesty of 
some professed friend whom he had trusted, he lost the humble little home 
he had struggled hard to procure, he did not waver in his trust in God, and, 
as the Father never forgets those who place confidence in Him, He 
remembered these His stricken children, and made their trouble more 


easy to bear. Their home fell into the hands of a Mr. Fransen, but he, 


always kind and charitable, assured the poor old couple that they need 
never leave their home until death called them to a better one, for which 
blessing they were ever grateful, and acknowledged God’s reward for the 
sacrifice made for His sake.” 

“But mamma, how did grandpapa play Santa Claus?” queried Mignon, 
as her mother hesitated a moment. : 

“T am coming to that now, my dear,” answered the mother. 

“Christmas was near at hand, and my father and mother sat reading 
after we children had all retired, when father suddenly dropped his paper, 
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and drawing his chair up more closely, said, ‘Mother, can’t we fix up a 
bundle of something useful to send to Daddy and Aunt Jane Brown 
for Christmas? They are getting pretty old now, and I believe a little 
help would be appreciated.’ 

“‘T have been thinking of the very same thing myself,’ said my good 
mother; and they set about preparing for the Christmas bundle at once. 
A new seamless sack was procured for the receptacle, and into it went a 
good, warm flannel dress pattern, cloth for a suit of clothes, which, though 
home-made, was warm and serviceable, two pairs of shoes, and several 
skeins of yarn—for Aunt Jane spent most of her leisure hours knitting, 
while Daddy read aloud. Nor did my good parents forget the inner man 
in providing for the outer, for the bag also contained packages of tea, 
sugar, beans, etc., and last of all were cakes and pies put in, already pre- 
pared for the Christmas dinner. 

“As soon as it was dark on the eve before Christmas, my father 
shouldered his two bushel burden, and with my sister Emma and me lug- 
ging a leg of mutton—Daddy and Aunt Jane were especially fond of mutton 
—set out for the home of the aged pair. Father waited outside the fence 
while Emma and I went in with our part of the gift. Aunt Jane answered 
our knock, while Daddy Brown sat in his great armchair, where he had 
been dozing. When we presented the leg of mutton, it made our young 
hearts bound with joy to see the gratitude that beamed from the dear, 
wrinkled faces. A moment passed before either spoke, when Daddy, with 
a tear in his eye and a slight tremor in his voice, said to his wife, - 
‘Haven’t you a penny to give the dear children?’ And Aunt Jane went 
to a drawer and returned with two dimes, which she offered to us, and 
when we protested, saying we didn’t want the money, the dear soul said, 
‘L’ll feel bad if you don’t take it.’ And then we noticed tears rolling down 
both their cheeks. So we accepted the dimes, and bade them good night 
and Merry Christmas, and departed, feeling that ‘it is better to give than 
to receive.’ 

“While we were in the house, father had slipped cautiously up to the 
front porch and hung the bag of sundries to a rafter overhead, and 
retreated as cautiously as he had entered, and awaited us outside. 

“ Christmas dawned bright and clear, but the heavy snow that had fallen 
during the night, and the keen frosty air made the fireside a welcome 
place, even for the most sturdy boys, and so, after breakfast, we all 
gathered round the great fireplace, with its huge pine log all aglow, talk- 
ing of our presents with which Santa Claus had filled our stockings, when 
in walked Daddy Brown, wrapped in cape and comforter, with the ex- 
clamation: ‘ You can’t fool me about who is Santa Claus any longer.’ 
And he grabbed father and mother by the hands and shook them, while 
the tears streamed down his wrinkled face, and dripped from the end of 
his long white beard. 

“ Well, that was a happy Christmas for us all, for we knew that at least 
two souls had been made glad, and that our loved parents would receive 
the blessings of those that ‘lendeth to the Lord.’” 

Juuia E. 8. Jonnson, in The Juvenile Instructor. 
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A CHRISTMAS SERMONETTE. 


“There was no room for them in the inn.” 

What thoughts do these words awaken inthe mind? Perhaps the first 
may be this, that no wonder in so great a concourse of people, of all ranks, 
going up to be registered for taxes, there should be no room in the inn for 
the poor unpretending Mother of the Saviour te be delivered of her first- 
born child. But the second thought may be that the world is like that 
inn, that amidst its pomp, its magnificence, amidst the whirl and hurry of 
its business, amidst the marble edifices of its gigantic triumphs, amidst 
its enterprises, amidst the crowd and pressure of even its neediest in- 
habitants, there is not room for the Saviour of mankind. 

Upon this thought another might follow—that that inp, in respect of its 
bustle and turmoil, is like the world. Man crowds round man, giving 
himself up without reserve, whether to vicious indulgences or selfish 
enjoyments, or to schemes of advancement in this world, till he feels him- 
self so full that there is not room in him for the thought that his food and 
raiment, his gifts and faculties, his hopes and prospects, all that he has 
and all that he can ever be, came down to him from the Most High, and 
are to be rendered up again to Him from whom they came, in thanks, in 
praise, and in dutiful obedience. W. E. GuLapsTone. 


LigHTt FROM ABOvE.—On one occasion the celebrated David Hume, 
author of the Essay on the sufficiency of the light of Nature, spent an 
evening with the equally celebrated Dr. Robertson, who wrote on the 
necessity of revelation and the insufficiency-of the light of Nature. The 
evening was spent discussing the subject. The friends of both were 
present, and it is said that Robertson reasoned with unusual clearness 
and power. It was impossible to tell whether Hume was convinced or 
not, but at any rate he did not acknowledge his convictions. Hume was 
very much of a gentleman, and as he’rose to depart bowed politely to those 
in the room, while, as he retired through the door, Robertson took the light 
to show himjthe way. Hume was still facing the door. “Oh, sir,” he 
said to Robertson, “I find the light of Nature sufficient. Pray don’t 
trouble yourself, sir.” The street door was opened, and presently, as he 
bowed himself along in the entry, he stumbled and pitched down the stairs 
into the’street. Robertson ran after him with a light, and, as he held it 
over him, whispered softly, “ You had better have a little light from above, 
friend Hume;” and raising bim up he bid him good-night and returned to 
his friends.—ChAristian Age. 


Ir seems that 25 per cent. of the women of England earn their own 
living, but one would scarcely believe that there are something like 100 
female blacksmiths in this country. 

The; Popefhas promulgated a “bull” appointing the year 1900 as a 
Universal Year of Jubilee. It will be inaugurated by the opening of the 
Holy Door at St. Peter’s—which last swung back on ite hinges in 1850, the 
last jubilee year—and will conclude with the closing of the door with 
great pomp. 


